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ence to the Viceroy, and acquiesce tamely
in his views. On the contrary, they have
never hesitated to express frankly their
own views in complete independence of
those of their nominal head. Lord Ripon
realized this to his cost on more than one
occasion. In ,1862 we have Lord Elgin
writing that he had actually less power as
Viceroy of India than as Governor of
Canada with a free Parliament. Clearly,
then, the unanimity in Lord Curzon's time
sprang from no tame subservience to the
views of a strenuous ruler, but from an
unfeigned agreement on the jprinciples and
objectives which should direct the Govern-
ment. Officials found in him a kindred
spirit; bureaucrats, the archetype of a
bureaucrat. No wonder that a peace as
of Eden reigned within the walls of the
Council Chamber!
In the eternal irony of human affairs
few events strike one more forcibly than
the grim aftermath of sedition and crime
that darkened the termination of his rule.
He brought so much energy, ability, and
zeal to the discharge of his task; he